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think big & make a difference 

www.marcellafoundation.org 



Our Mission is to Think Big and Make a

Difference in South Lake Tahoe in

Education, Kids & Families, Arts &

Culture, and Economic Development

In 2023, the Marcella Foundation launched its inaugural
operations in South Lake Tahoe, with you as our partners -
community leaders, nonprofits, volunteers, donors, and friends.
Together, our mission is to invest in impactful ideas for our
community.

This year, we pursued a broad vision: listening to the community,
building connections, understanding needs, and taking immediate
action. Our focus areas included Education, Arts & Culture, Kids &
Families, and Economic Development.

In the following pages, explore our core initiatives: scholarships,
grant awards, and BookMode. Throughout this year, our goal was
to listen and act, guiding our future. We're thrilled to embark on
the journey ahead with a shared vision of what we can achieve
together!

The Marcella Foundation 

Looking forward,



investing in the next generation 

Needs

Paths

Futures

Taking action
to reduce 
barriers 

Partnering to
propel students

forward

Identifying barriers
 to a brighter future

fannan fellowship

In 2023, we awarded
fellowships to 10
outstanding
students at South
Tahoe High School.
Two students
received $20,000
scholarships, and 8
students received
$5,000 scholarships



We asked Students this question:

If you had $1M

What Issue

Would you

Work on in

Tahoe, how &

Why? 

Here’s What they had to say

https://youtu.be/Csl5s7MyZ3Y


WE GAVE $80,000 in schoarships to

celebrate our innagural year



2023 
FANNAN
FELLOWS

Rossi Bonev
Lachlan Bray

Forrest Jones
Erin Yamaoka
Evelyn Bennett
Chris Haven
Milo King
Kyla Schrauben
Frank Langenfeld
Hailey Rossi

Single Year 
Awards



your big ideas 

We asked for your big and ideas and the community responded!

We received over 36 applications to the think big and make a

difference grant awards, and we partnered with 10 local

organizations to help launch or support their ideas. the

following pages highlight our work together!

Partnering 
to make a difference



5,760 MEALS TO PRESCHOOL FAMILES 

“I’m a single parent and the food
we receive for the weekends is a

blessing.  When my child
receives her bag, she gets

excited to see what’s inside.
Thank you so much.” And a Monthly Book  

https://www.marcellafoundation.org/projects/breadandbroth


2,126 NEW BOOKS TO BE DELIVERED TO SCHOOL LIBRARIES   

“I’m so grateful to the
Marcella Foundation for 70
new books this quarter. All

of us are so grateful”  
Jessica Briggs - Librarian

https://www.liftliterature.com/


MOMENTUM ON PBS & MENTORS PILOT PROGRAM 

“I saw how many students
were dealing with drug abuse,
addiction, and needing tools to
change their lives. I had to do

something about it” 
- Ryan Wallace

https://momentumdocumentary.com/


LAUNCHING VIRTUAL LEADERSHIP BOOK CLUBS   

Virtual book clubs have
been an incredible

opportunity for female
leaders from across the

region to connect and grow
together. We’re looking to

expand this concept to
reach more women

https://www.cospire.org/


EMPOWERING FIRST GEN COLLEGE STUDENTS 

“We are getting to
tour college

campuses in our
region because of

your support!”



“We have tuturing,
chess, yoga, gaming,

action sports, knitting,
and many more FLEX
classes, thank you for

yur support!”

SUPPORTING ENRICHMENT FOR STHS FLEX CLASSES  



  A NEW HOME FOR FOSTER CARE

“Marcella Foundation support
allowed us to move out of our flood

damaged space and into a new space
that is so much more homey for our

clients and staff. Thank you!”

https://www.marcellafoundation.org/projects/sierrachild


“It was so special to see how the kids
were so moved by the ballet and

orchestra! And we’re so excited to
finally have a ballet bar!”

BALLET CLUB GOES TO NUTCRACKER  

https://www.marcellafoundation.org/projects/sierrahouseballetclub


 OUR RESULTS 
Education

Kids & Families

Arts & Culture

Economic Development

2,216 books to be delivered to local school libraries 

5,760 meals served to preschool families in need

launching virtual book clubs for female

leaders in our region and beyond

AFTER SCHOOL BALLET CLUB GETS A TRIP TO SEE

THE NUTCRACKER!

NEW BALLET BAR AND COSTUMES FOR CLUB

FLEX CLASSES PROVIDE ENRICHMENT COURSES AT STHS

A new home for foster care 

first generation student college tours

bilingual legal support for 20+ families

Al Tahoe Neighborhood Firewise outreach



44 volunteers joined our network!

69 hours and 30 minutes of volunteer

time logged, plus many unlogged

hours!

5 events

In October, we launched the Marcella

Foundation Volunteer Network. We love seeing

the excitement about this concept and the

hours donated in just a few short months!

Volunteering 
to make a difference

https://www.marcellafoundation.org/volunteer


Thank You Volunteers!



This year we set out to

create and run some of

our own programs, the

first of which is

bookmode

Bookmode was created

with the national

literacy crisis in mind:

47% of 3rd graders

cannot read

We are in the process

of testing the program

outcomes, securing

regional partners, and

exploring expansion in

Tahoe and beyond

you can see the full

vision and mission of

this program here our programs

https://www.marcellafoundation.org/bookmode
https://www.canva.com/design/DAF3XSh4nnE/NGqxcVadx8AOcKCuLrPepA/view?utm_content=DAF3XSh4nnE&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link&utm_source=editor
https://www.canva.com/design/DAF3XSh4nnE/NGqxcVadx8AOcKCuLrPepA/view?utm_content=DAF3XSh4nnE&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link&utm_source=editor
https://www.canva.com/design/DAF3XSh4nnE/NGqxcVadx8AOcKCuLrPepA/view?utm_content=DAF3XSh4nnE&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link&utm_source=editor


Our pilot program is currently

underway at Sierra House

Elementary School.

We’d love to expand this

program to other schools in the

area. If you’re interested in

partnering to bring this program

to your school, please reach out 



 THANK YOU
thank you for joining us on this journey to

think big and make a difference in tahoe

Questions: melissa@marcellafoundation.org 

Support our work: DONATE HERE

Join our Volunteer Network: JOIN HERE

Stay Connected: SUBSCRIBE HERE

https://www.marcellafoundation.org/give
https://www.marcellafoundation.org/volunteer
https://www.marcellafoundation.org/sign-up-for-emails


www.marcellafoundation.org 

Marcella Foundation

South Lake Tahoe, California

EIN:  87-4084202


